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Commedia appeared, and no doubt the occupation he
found in translating into English one of the world's
greatest poems helped him to bear the loneliness which
even his children could not dispel. The following year
he visited Europe for the fourth and last time, and
wherever he went people accorded him the honour and
distinction his fame and character merited. He returned
to America in 1869, and in the succeeding years he
produced some of his finest if not his best-known poems.
On March 15, 1882, nine days before his death, he
wrote The Bells of San Bias, the final lines of which form
a fitting close to the life of a man whose faith in good
was so strong that he never looked backward, but
always saw the best there wras in all things.

Out of the shadows of night
The world rolls into light;
It is daybreak everywhere.

To-day Longfellow's bust stands in the Poets' Corner
of Westminster Abbey. He is the only American poet
who has been so honoured, and its presence there is a
mark of the affection in which this great and lovable
man was held by English people.